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“For oo long,theterm“art cnama” has suffered from sippery Hnow-t-when-
see-t usage. Inisiely and itrapily, Geof King dissects tis contested
catagory, deiberating o the diverse. et coifed ways of atributing cultural
value o flm drama? Mattis Frey Professar ofFim and Media,Urivrsit o Kent. UK

Hers's a ook film studies has long nesded. Geoff Kingi sensiive to nuances.
of both ext and context and he ntroduces fruiful erms ik the heanyweight”
Fim. Essental readingfor anyone intrested i art cinema MichaelZ Newnn,
Associte Profesor and Cht,Department of Journaism, Advertising, and Meda
Stues, Uniersiy of Wisconsin Miwakee, USA

With Posiioning At Cinema, Goff King defly sxecutes a delicate intellectual.
manosure:wriing nonjudgrmentally about critcal judgements. The book
navigatesthe subjactive and coniradicory terminology that surrounds a range of
Fims, flmmakers and modslities framed 2 distictfrom perceived minsiream
‘ntartsinmenis. Never dritinginto schemaic taxonomy, King shrowdy unpacks
the proliferating categories that scholars ritis and filmmakers themsalves
v used to ssign culural valus o cinema: Mark Gallaher Associate rofesscr
ofFim and Telvision Studis Universiyof Notingharm, UK

At cinema accupies space inth fimLandscape tha s sccorded 3 partcular kind
ofval. From ilms that claim th staus of harsh reslsm toothers which embody
‘2spects o the traditionof modernism or the petic, artcinema encompasses a
varity ofwark from across the gobe.

Buthow i rtcinerma postionsd nthe lm marketplac,or by criics and in
‘cademic anaysis? Bxacty what inds of cultural value are ttributed o films.
ofthistype and how can this be explained? This book offes a nique analsisof
o such processes work includingthe roader culural bais ofthe appeal ofart
e —m———

Gao King argues that thre is o singl defnitionof ar cinema,buta pumber
ofdistinet and rcurrent tendences ar dentified. At ane end o the spectrum

are fims accorded the mst heavyweight status, ffering the greatest chalenges
foviewers. Othes mix aspectsof at cinemawith moro accassible dimensions
‘such 32 uses of popular genre Frameworks and ‘explitation’slements involing
‘plctsox and vnlence.Including case studies of key figures such as Michael
Hanske. Padro Almodevar and Jean-Pirre and Luc Dardenne,tis s crcial.
contribution t understanding bothar cnemaitself and the discourses through
which tevalu s established.

Geoff King s Professor ofFilm and TV Studies st Brumel University Lonon, UK.
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